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this rule was to nullify possible obstructive tactics on the
part of the legislative assembly in a matter of such vital
moment.
Although the sections concerning the Council of Minis-
ters were altered somewhat in order to effect cooperation
between them and the representative body, the ministers
remained responsible solely to the Emperor; and, of course,
answerable to the courts in case they broke their oath of
office.
Finally a clause guaranteeing liberty of conscience was
inserted together with the decree of April 17, 1905, estab-
lishing religious tolerance.
On March 20th I presented the revised draft to His
Majesty, who thereupon called a special conference to dis-
cuss the subject shortly after the Easter holidays. Besides
the Ministers, many members of the Imperial Council were
invited to the sessions, among them Count Palen, who was
Minister of Justice during the reign of Alexander II;
Goremykin, Count Ignatyev, and Grand Dukes Vladimir
Alexandrovich, Nikolai Nikolaievich and Mikhail Alex-
androvich, the latter accompanied by his counsellor, Gen-
eral Potozky.
During the discussions several heated controversies took
place, the first one arising when Grand Duke Nikolai
Nikolaievich recommended that the number of recruits to
be summoned to the colours yearly should be fixed in ad-
vance in the fundamental law, thus preventing the legislative
body from meddling with this matter* He was vigorously
opposed by Grand Duke Vladimir Alexandrovich, who
asserted that, since the annual mobilization touched the
well-being of the people at large so closely, it would be
demoralizing to disregard the wishes of the popular dele-
gates in such a question, evidently not a point of basic law,
but a recurring measure of periodical efiect. Stating that
if we had no faith in the loyalty of the Russian people, we